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PROCLAMATION 
MALE SURVIVORS OF SEXUAL ABUSE AWARENESS M ONTH

A PR IL/2016

WHEREAS: w hether by sim ple neglect o r conspiracy, the problem  of child  sexual abuse persists in
an atm osphere of silence and  ignorance; and

WHEREAS: any  com m unity , organization  o r individual w ho attem pts to rem ain  neu tra l o r  fails to
suppo rt the protection of all ch ild ren  from  sexual exploitation is at least passively 
supportive of continued sexual exploitation; and

WHEREAS: com pared w ith  fem ale ch ildren w ho are  victim ized, the problem  of boyhood sexual
exploitation is m ore often overlooked, neglected, and  poorly understood; and

WHEREAS: w hile  efforts to protect g irls from  sexual victim ization and  rehabilitative services
provided to those w ho are traum atized  are  well underw ay , collectively applying these 
sam e efforts on behalf of m ale ch ildren  has lagged; and

WHEREAS: boys w ho are  sexually abused usually  lack appropria te  adu lt m ale role m odels and
m entors to assist them  in th e ir  recovery, provide support d u rin g  any  prosecution , and  
advocate on the ir behalf w ith o th er adults an d  organizations and as a resu lt sustain 
additional traum a an d  suffer developm entally; and

WHEREAS: it is encouraged  that all adult survivors, especially m ale, provide appropriate  n u rtu rin g
support and  gu idance to sexual abuse victim s as they a re  able; and

WHEREAS: all adu lt survivors advocate for the p revention  of childhood sexual abuse an d  fo r the
developm ent o f effective and  com prehensive recovery an d  rehabilita tive program s for 
victim s w ith in  the lim its o f his o r  h e r  governm ental an d  cu ltu ra l restrictions and  to the 
extent he or she is able.

NOW  THEREFORE I, Bill McKay, M ayor of the City of N anaim o, do hereby proclaim  tha t the m onth  of 
April, 2 0 1 6 , shall be know n as:

‘MALE SURVIVORS OF SEXUAL ABUSE AWARENESS M ONTH’

in the City of N anaim o.

Bill McKay 
M A Y O R

DATED THIS THIS 1st DAY OF M A RC H /2016.


