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PROCLAMATION 
“COMMUNITY FUTURES DAY” - SEPTEMBER 1 7 /2 0 1 5

WHEREAS: Sm all b u s in esses  are the backbone of the  econom y, rep resen ting  98%  of all
b u s in esse s  in the  Province of BC, em ploying h a lf of o u r Province’s private sector 
workforce and  creating nearly  two of every th ree  new jobs. R epresenting the 
classic C anad ian  ideals of h a rd  work an d  ingenuity , sm all b u sin esses  -  from 
s ta r tu p s  to m om -and-pop shops -  are crucial to the  prosperity  and  econom ic 
v ibrancy  of our region. D uring National Sm all B usiness Week, we recom m it 
ourselves to the advancem ent of these vital en terp rises, and  celebrate their 
con trib u tio n s to our collective story; and

WHEREAS: C om m unity  F u tu res  is com m itted to en su rin g  sm all b u sin esses  have the tools,
resources, an d  expertise e n trep ren eu rs  need to succeed . They are also focused on 
injecting cap ita l into em erging, en trep ren eu ria l com m unities; supporting  ven tu res  
operated  by m en and  wom en, youth , an d  underserved  populations and  continue 
to work to open doors to new opportun ities; and

WHEREAS: C om m unity  F u tu res, a valuable a sse t to the  en trep ren eu ria l com m unity  w orks
collaboratively with p a rtn e r agencies to su p p o rt the needs of en trep ren eu rs  in 
the ir region; and

WHEREAS: in 2008, the O rganization for Econom ic C ooperation an d  Developm ent (OECD)
called C om m unity F u tu res  “one of the m ost innovative and  successfu l ru ra l 
oriented  policies anyw here in the  world.” The OECD w ent on to say  th a t  the 
prog ram ’s su ccess  is due  in no sm all p a rt to the fact th a t it is locally ru n  and  
su ited  to local conditions; and

WHEREAS: in 2015 , OECD s ta te s  th a t “Across all developed coun tries th a t having a  su itab le
b u sin ess  idea and  securing  necessary  Financing are the m ost im portan t 
co n sid era tio n s for sta rtin g  up  or tak ing  over a  b u s in ess”; C om m unity F u tu res , by 
investing  in local com m unities, expand ing  access  to credit, and  assis tin g  
e n trep ren eu rs , con tinues to bo lster the region’s m icro and  sm all b u sin ess  
com m unity  across C anada; and

WHEREAS: in su p p o rt of micro and  sm all b u sin ess , o u r local C om m unity F u tu res,
C om m unity  F u tu res  Central Island, s ince its  inception, h a s  len t $30  million 
dollars in the  region, created  and  m ain ta in ed  5035  jobs and  leveraged 44 million 
dollars into o u r local regional economy.

NOW THEREFORE I, Bill McKay, Mayor of the City of Nanaim o, do hereby  proclaim  S eptem ber 17th, 
2015  a s  "COMMUNITY FUTURES DAY" in the City of N anaim o an d  call upon  our citizens to 
recognize the  co n trib u tio n s  of sm all b u s in esse s  to o u r econom y w ith appropria te  program s and  
activities su c h  as C om m unity  F u tu res.

Mayor Bill McKay 
DATED THIS 12TH DAY OF AUGUST, 2015.


