CITY OF NANAIMO

THE HARBOUR/.:ICITY

Fire/Sound Separation
Secondary Suites
Overview: Minimum requirements for fire and sound separation between secondary suite and main

dwelling. Refer to the British Columbia Building Code for alternative wall and floor assemblies other
than shown below (see Sections 9.10.3.1. and 9.11.1.1.)

Minimum Requirements

(Note: drywall required to be Type X for separation)

I’f
Typical ceiling above suite Typical separation wall
Floor Assembly F8b Wall Assembly W3c
30-minute fire separation 45-minute fire separation
43 STC rating 43 STC rating
3/4" subfloor 1/2" Type X gypsum board
Wood floor joist spaced not more Studs @ 16” O.C.
than 24" O.C. 3.5” fiberglass batt insulation
Resilient channel @ 24" O.C. Resilient channel (one side only) @
5/8” Type X gypsum board 16" O.C.

1/2 “ Type X gypsum board

Typical fire/sound separation — secondary suite

Wall and floor assemblies from Table A-9.10.3.1.a and A-9.10.3.1.b
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